LETTER TO  DEV

I know everything about Mr. Mahomed All's1 illness. And I wish
I could hasten the discharge even on that ground. But I hate
making appeals ad misericordiam. I take it that in due course they
will get copies of my correspondence with Sir Wm. Vincent2 through
Mr. Shuaib3. Sir Wm. talks of a tribunal of inquiry. I do not
want to boycott it. Before throwing the country in a very big agi-
tation I want to give the Government every opportunity of a
proper and decent retreat. I hope the Brothers will, if called
upon, appear before the committee. Should, however, an agitation
become necessary I shall certainly interview the Mataji before
embarking upon it. I suppose that is what she desires. . . .4

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai

4.   LETTER TO DEV

August 6, 1918

DEAR MR.   DEV5,

I have your resolution6 about the threatened split. I do think
we are overvaluing a mechanical and unnatural unity. If there
are two definite parties representing definitely different policies why
should they not have their separate and distinct platforms? Each
may press its own policy for the country's acceptance. The people
can only gain thereby. If one party goes stronger than another,
the advent of swaraj will not be retarded. If either is feeble or
half-hearted we should suffer and we shall deserve to. The re-
medy lies in both becoming strong and firm. At the present moment
there is too much hypocrisy among us. This corrupts the people.
No one will be deceived by a patched-up peace between the differ-
ent sections.

Tours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI
From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai

1 Younger brother of Shaukat Ali and editor of the weekly,   The Comrade.
Both the brothers were interned by the Grovernment soon after the outbreak of
the First World War.
2 Home Member, Government of India
3 Shuaib Qureshi, editor of New Era
4 Words omitted in the source
5  Brother of Dr. H. S. Dev, secretary, Servants of India Society
at a DhuHa meeting deploring the rift in the Congress